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           WASHINGTON - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st             District) criticized the Republican leadership of the U.S. House             of Representatives for putting the immediate health care needs of             veterans on hold in favor of politics.

           "America's veterans fought for our freedom overseas. They shouldn't           have to fight the government to get the benefits they deserve," Olver           said. 

           Olver took House leadership to task for its plans           to recess for the election without having passed the Fiscal Year 2005           Veterans Administration, House and Urban Development (VA-HUD) Appropriations           bill, thereby level funding the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)           instead of making needed investments to meet the growing demands of           returning soldiers. Olver also slammed the leadership for failing to           act on a measure to deliver an additional $2.5 billion in funding for           veterans above the amount in the Bush Administration's proposed           budget.

           On February 26, the House Veterans' Affairs Committee reported,           in a bipartisan manner, its views and estimates to the House Budget           Committee calling for an increase of $2.5 billion over the administration's           proposal. Additional funding will reduce the time veterans have to           wait for medical care, keep co-payments from rising, provide enhanced           mental health services to current veterans and soldiers returning from           Iraq and Afghanistan, and improve the VA's ability to provide           accurate and timely benefits.

           "A current budget for the VA that corrects some of           the glaring holes in the administration's budget is not an unreasonable           request," Olver said. "Veterans already have to wait to           get a doctor's appointment or to have their disability claims           resolved. This will only get worse as soldiers return from Iraq and           Afghanistan. I am fully committed to adequate funding for veterans' health           care to meet our obligation to our nation's veterans." 

           H.R. 4423, a bill sponsored by Congressman Chet Edwards           (D-TX), would increase funding for veterans' health care by 4.22           percent above the FY05 VA-HUD Appropriations bill. HR 4423 would provide           an additional $1.3 billion for VA healthcare over the amount in the           appropriations bill, thereby increasing funding by a total of $2.5           billion above the president's proposal. This increase would bring           total veterans' health care funding up to $32.1 billion, as supported           by the nation's Veterans Service Organizations. 

           In an attempt to force a vote on the issue, Olver           joined many of his colleagues this week in signing a discharge petition           that would require the House to consider H.R. 4423. A discharge petition           is a legislative tool used to bring attention to and force action on           a bill being ignored by leadership. Just 218 signatures would bring           this bill to the floor for a vote. To date, 147 members have signed           the discharge petition. To view the petition, go to http://clerk.house.gov/108/lrc/pd/petitions/Dis
14.htm
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